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Immigrants' health status is crucial to their inclusion and integration in society. It is necessary to understand the health, disease, and healthcare processes of immigrant groups and reflect on the states' respective responsibilities. Some of the challenges are the sustainability of national health systems, real access to comprehensive healthcare for nationals
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Miriam Ventura 1 doi: 10.1590/0102-311X00054118 and immigrants, the means and resources to deal with communicable and noncommunicable diseases that have local and global impacts, and the earmarking and disbursement of resources for research and scientific and technological development to serve the world population as a whole.
One of the prime targets of health systems reform has been the reduction in population coverage, whereby some countries have opted for "the exclusion of illegal immigrants and residents not enrolled in Social Security" 4 (p. 2276), negatively impacting the universality of the human right to health. Even in situations without explicit legal restrictions, immigrants' access to healthcare is hindered by other factors (cultural, gender, racial/ethnic, social class), emphasizing that measures for immigrants' integration must take broader issues into account. This issue's Thematic Section: Refugee Populations and Health features three analyses that address the social injustices and inequalities in health perpetrated by political, economic, and cultural practices of domination and exploitation of territories and immigrant groups 5, 6, 7 . The serious gaps and flaws in migratory laws and policies identified in the articles expose violations of immigrants' human rights and provide food for thought on health's high ethical value and the need for us to mobilize social solidarity and demand policy measures that link immigrants' health, without discrimination, to their democratic demands for citizenship and social justice.
In the 21st century, immigration is the principal human rights frontier, testing the world's capacity to make these rights universal and the states' capacity to enforce them within their own borders 2 . The global "crisis of democratic capitalism" 4 has involved economic, demographic, epidemiological, and political pressures and pushed state policies that have not always favored immigrants' human rights.
The evidence presented in this thematic edition suggests the need to link human rights and global health to analyze immigrants' health problems. The three articles refer us to the frame of reference proposed by Mann and collaborators in the 1990s 8 to respond to the challenges of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Their theoretical and methodological proposal, with an ethical and political basis, has positively impacted efforts to identify and meet demands and needs, to address conflicts in health, and to expand health research.
To explore this link between human rights and global health can provide the key to move forward on immigrants' health issues and strengthen the argument that people's health should be backed by a collective and cooperative international effort without borders, allowing the reorganization of countries and health governance, including but not limited to control measures for epidemics and pandemics. The hope is that this proposal will strengthen international guidelines for universal health systems and the necessary changes in local health policies and practices in relation to immigrants.
We hope that the articles will encourage progress in the search for innovative approaches that will expand our understanding of the issues and the production of scientific evidence of the health-related social injustices and inequalities in territories and immigrant groups, in different cultures and sociopolitical contexts. Such evidence is essential for addressing the issues of power and domination that are intrinsic to the phenomenon of human migration.
